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Curious Particulars of a Nation of White Men, who fpeak 
the Wel/h Language, and refide high upon the River Mi/- 
four, in North America. 

[The following is taken from The Kentucky Palladium. It will 


gratify the curious. ‘lhe writer is a gentleman of refpeCability, 
and fuftains an high office. ] 





To the Eprror of the PALLADIUM. 


SiR, Frankfort, December 12, 1804, 

N? circumftance relating to the hiftory of the weftern coun- 

try, probably has excited, at different times, more general 
attention and anxious curiofity, than the opinion that a nation of 
white men, {peaking the Welfh language, refide high up on the 
Miffouri. By fome the idea is treated as nothing but the fug- 
gellion of bold impofture and credulity : whilft others regard it 
asa faft fully authenticated by Indian tellimony, and the report 
of various travellers worthy of credit, The fa& is accounted 
for, they fay, by recurring toa paflage in the hiftory of Great 
Britain, which relates that feveral years before the difcovery of 
America by Chriftopher Columbus, a certain Welch prince em- 
barked from his native country, witha large party of emigrants ; 
that after fome time a veffel or two came back with the account 
that they had difcovered a country far to the weftward, and that 
they fet fail again with a frefh reinforcement, and never returned 
any more. ‘The country which thefe adventurers difcovered, it 
has been fuppofed, was the continent of North America, and it 
has been canpiened, that they had landed on this continent 
fome where in the Gulph of Mexico, and fromthence proceeded 
Vol. 45. 3 C northward, 
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northward, till they got out of the reach of the hoftile natives, 
and feated themfelves in the upper country of Miffouri. Many 
accounts accordingly have been publifhed, within the laft thirty 
years, of perfons, who, in confequence, either by accident or 
the ardour of curiofity, have made themfelves acquainted with 
a nation of men on the Miffouri, poffefling the complexion of 
Europeans, and the language of Welchmen. Could the fa& be 
well eftablifhed, it would afford, perhaps, the moft fatisfaétory 
folution of the difficulty occafioned by a view of the various 
ancient fortifications with which the Ohio country abounds, of 
any that has ever been offered. Thefe fortifications were evi- 
dently never made by the Indians. The Indian art of war pre. 
fents nothing of the kind. The probability too is, that the per. 
fons who conftruéted them were, at that time, acquainted with 
the ufe of iron: the fituation of thofe fortifications, which are 
uniformly in the moft fertile land of the country, indicates that 
thofe who made them were an agricultural people, and the re. 
markable care and {kill which which they were executed, af- 
ford traits of genius of a people, who relied more on their mili. 
tary ikillchan on their numbers. The growth of the trees upon 
them is very compatible with the idea, that it is not more than 
300 years ago that they were abandoned. 

Thefe hints, however, are thrown out rather to excite inquiry, 
than by way of advancing any decided opinion on the fubjeét. 
Having never met with any perfons who had feen thefe white 
Americans, nor even received their teftimony near the fource, I 
have always entertained confiderable doubts about the fa&t. Lat 
evening, however, Mr. John Childes, of Jeffamine county, a 
gentleman with whom I have been long acquainted, and who is 
well known to be a man of veracity, communicated a relation 
to me, which, at all events, appears to merit ferious attention. 
After he had related it in converfation, I requefted him to repeat 
it, and commit it to writing. It has certainly fome internal 
marks of authenticity. ‘The country which is defcribed was al- 
together unknown in Virginia, when the relation was given, and 
was probably very little known to the Shawnefe Indians. Yet 
the account of it agrees very remarkably with the latter difco- 
veries. Onthe other hand, the flory of the large animal, though 
by no means incredible, has fomething of the air of fable; and 
it docs not fatisfatorily appear how the long period which the 
party were abfent was fpent, though Indians are, however, 
fo much accuftomed to loiter away their time, that many weeks, 
and even months, may probably have been {pent in indolént re- 
pofe, 

Without detaining you any more with preliminary Te- 
marks, I will proceed to the narration as I received it from Mr. 
Childes. 


Maurice 
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Maurice Griffith, a native of Wales, which country he left 
when about fixteen years of age, was taken prifoner by a party 
ot Shawnefe Indians, about forty years ago, near Vofles’ Fort, 
on the head of Roanoke river, in Virginia, and carried into the 
Shawnefe nation. Having ftaid there about two years and a 
half, he found that five young men of the tribe had a defire of 
attempting to explore the fources of the Miffouri. He pree 
vailed upon them to admit him one of the party. They fet out 
with fix good rifles, and fix pounds of powder a-piece, of which 
they were of courfe very careful. On reaching the mouth of 
the Miffouri, they were ftruck with the extraordinary appear- 
ance of the muddy waters of the Miffouri, and the clear tranf. 
patent element of the Miflifippi. They ftaid two orthree days 
amufing themfelves with a view of this novel fight: they then 
determined on the courfe which they fhould purfue, which hap- 
pened to be fo nearly in the courfe of the river, that they fre. 
quently came within fight of it, as they proceeded on their jour- 
ney. After travelling about thirty days through pretty farming 
woodland, they came into fine open prairies, on which nothing 
grew but long luxuriant grafs. There was a fucceflion of thofe 
varying in fize, fome being eight or ten miles acrofs, but one of 
them fo long, that it occupied three days to travel through it. 
In paffing through this large prairie they were much diftrefled 
for water and provifions, for they faw neither beaft nor bird, and 
though there was an abundance of falt {prings, frefh wate: was 
very fcarce. In one of thefe prairies, the falt {prings ran into 
fmall ponds, in which, as the weather was hot, the water had 
funk, and left the edges of the ponds fo covered with falt, that 
they fully fupplied themfelves with that article, and might eca- 
fily have colleéted buthels of it. As they were travelling through 
the prairies, they had likewife the good fortune to kill an ani- 
mal, which was nine or ten feet high, and a bulk proportioned 
tohis height. They had feen two of the faine {pecies before, 
and they faw four of them afterwards. They were fwift 
footed, and they had neither tufks nor horns. After they had 
pafled through the long prairie, they made it a rule never to en- 
ter on one which they could not fee acrofs, till they had fup- 
plied themfelves with a fufficiency of jerked venifon to laft fe- 
veral days.—After having travelled a confiderable time through 
the prairies, they came to very extenfive lead mines, where they 
melted the ore, and furnifhed themfelves with what Jead they 
wanted. They afterwards came to two copper mines, one of 
which was three miles through, and in feveral places they met 
with rocks of copper as large as houles. 

When about fifteen days journey from the fecond copper 
mine, they came in fight of white mountains, which, though in 
the heat of fummer, appeared to them to be covered with fuow. 
The fight naturally excited confiderable aftonifhment, but on 
gC 2 their 
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their approaching the mountains, they. difcovered, that, inflead 
of fnow, they were covered with immenfe bodies of white fand, 
They had, in the mean time, paffed through about ten nations of 
Indians, from whom they received very friendly treatment. It 
was the praétice of the party to exercife the office of {pokefmen 
in rotation; and when the language of any nation through which 
they paffed was unknown to them, it was the duty of the f{pokef. 
man, a duty in which others never interfere, to convey their 
meaning by appropriate figns. 

The labour of travelling through the deep fands of the moun. 
tains was exceffive, but at lengththey relieved themfelves of this 
difficulty by following the courfe of a fhallow river, the bottom 
of which being level, they made their way to the top of the 
mouniains with tolerable convenience. 

After paffing the mountains they entered a fine tra&t of land, 
which having travelled through for feveral days, they acciden. 
tally met with three white men inthe indian drefs. Griffith 
immediately underftocd their language, as it was pure Welch, 
though they occafionally made ufe of a few words with which 
he was not acquainted; however, as it happened to bethe turn 
of one of his companions to a& as fpokefman, or interpreter, 
he preferved a profound filence, and never gave them any 
intimation that he underftood the language of their new compae 
nions. 

After proceeding with them four or five days journcy, they 
came to the village of thefe white men, where they found that 
the whole nation were of the. fame colour, having al] the Euro. 
pean'complexion. The three men took them through their vile 
Jage for about the {pace of fifteen miles, when they came to the 
council-houfe, at which an affembly of the king and chief men 
of the nation was held. The council lafted three days, and as 
the flrangers were not fuppofed to be acquainted with their lane 
guage, they were fuffered to be prefent at their deliberations. 
The great queflion before the council was, what conduct fhould 
be obferved towards the flrangers. From their fire-arms, their 
knives, and their tomahawks, it was concluded they were a wal- 
like people; it was conceived they were fent to look outa 
country for their nation, that if they were fuffered to return 
they might expeét a body of powerful invaders, but that, if 
thefe fix men were put death, nothing would be known of ther 
country, and they fhould flill enjoy their poffeffions in fecurity. 
It was finally determined that they fhould be put to death, Grif. 
fith then thought that it was time for him to {peak. He addrelled 
the council in the Wellh language. He informed them tbat 
they had not been fent by any nation: that they were actuated 

merely by private curiofity, they had no hoftile intentions: that 
it was their wifh to trace the Milfouri to its fource, and that they 
fhould return to their country fatislied with the difcoveries they 
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had made, without any wifh to difturb the repofe of their new 
acquaintances. An inftant aftonifhment glowed in the counte- 
nance not only of the council but of his Shawnefe companions, 
who clearly faw he was underftood by the peaple of the coun. 
try. Full confidence was at once given to his-declarations ; the 
king advanced and gave him his hand. They abandoned the de- 
fign of putting him and his companions to death, and from that 
moment treated them withthe utmoft friendthip. Gviffith and the 
Shawnefe continued eight months in the nation, but were de- 
rerred from profecuting their refearches up the Miffouri, by the 
advice of the people of the country, who informed them that 
they had gone atwelvemonths journey up the river, but found it 
as large there as it was intheir,gwn country. - As to the hiftory 
of the people, he could Jearn nothing fatisfaftory. The only 
account that they could give was that their foretathers had come 
up the river from a very diflant.country, ‘They had no books, 
no records, no writings. 

They intermixed with no other people by marriage: there 
was not a dark fkinned maninthe nation. Their numbers were 
very confiderable. ‘There was a confiderable range of fettlements 
onthe river for fifty miles, and there were, within this {pace, 
three large water courfes, which fell into the Miffouri, on the 
banks of each of which likewife they were fettled. He fup- 
pofed there muft be 50,000 mén in the nation capable of bear- 
ingarms. Their clothing was fkins well dreffed. Their houfes 
were made of upright poils, and the bark of trees. The only 
implements they had to cut them with were ftone tomahawks. 
They had no iron: their arms were bows and’arrows. They 
had fome filver, which had been hammered with ftones into 
coarfe ornaments, but it did not appear to be pure, They had 
neither horfes, cattle, fheep, hogs, nor any domeftic or tame 
aumals, They lived by hunting. He faid nothing about their 
religion. 

Griffith. and his companions had fome large iron tomahawks 
with them, With thefe they cut down a tree, and prepared a 
canoe to return home in: but their tomahawks-were fo great a 
curiofity, and the people of the country were fo eager to handle 
them, tbat their canoe was completed with very little labour. 
When this work was accowplifhed, they propofed to leave their 
new friends; Grifluh, however, having promifed to vifit them 
again. They defcended the river with confiderable {peed, but 
amidit frequent dangers from the rapidity of the current, parti- 
cularly when palling through the White Mountains. When 
they reached.the Shawnefe nation, they had heen abfent about 
two years anda half. 

Gufith fuppoled that when they travelled, they went at the 
tate of about hficen miles aday. He ftaid but a few months 
withthe Indians after their return, as a favourable opportunuy 
offered 
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offered itfelf to him to reach his friends in Virginia. He came 
with a hunting party of Indians to the head waters of Coal Ri. 
ver, which runs into New River, not far above the falls. There 
he left the Shawnefe, and eafily reached the fettlements on the 
Roanoke. Mr. Childes knew him before he was taken pri. 
foner, and faw him a few days ‘after his return, when he nar. 
rated to him the preceding .circumftances; Griffith was univer. 
fally regarded asa fteadv, honeft man, and aman of veracity, 
Mr. Childes has placed the utmoft confidence in his account of 
himfelf and his travellers, and has no more doubt of the truth 
of his relation, than if he had feen the whole himfelf. Whe. 
ther Griffith be ftill alive or not he does not know. 

Whether his ideas be corre& or not, we fhall probably havea 
better opportunity of judging on the return of Captains Lewis 
and Clark, who, though they may not penetrate as far as Grif. 
fith alledged that he had done, will probably learn enough of the 
country to enable us to determine whether the account given by 
Griffith be fiétion or truth. 

Iam, Sir, your humble fervant, 


HARRY TOULMIN, 











INTERESTING TRIAL. 





Mrs, MEECHAM v. MEssrs. ATTWOOD AND BARKER. 


T Warwick fpring affizes, an aftion at law, which has ex. 
cited confiderable intereft, was commenced by Mrs. 
Meccham, plaintiff, as adminiftratrix, againft Mefirs. Attwood 
and Barker, aflignees under a commiflion of bankruptcy, iffued 
forth againft the Jate Mr. John Rando!ph Meecham, of Birming- 
ham, in order to fet afide the faid commiffion. 

It appeared in evidence, that the deceafed, lately an eminent 
attorney of Birmingham, a young man of refpeétable con- 
neftions, and very much efteemed, left home on the 3d of 
November laf, in evident perturbation of mind, arifing from 
the embarraffment of his circumflances, and acute refleétions 
on his own imprudence. He was confequently declared a bank- 
rupt, on the 15th of November, and on the 12th of Decetnber 
his body was found in Perry Brook. ‘The queftion to be de- 
cided was, whether the effeéts of the deceafed fhould be diftri- 
buted under the commiffion of bankrupt, or whether the plain. 
tiff, his widow, was entitled to the diftribution, by virtue of let- 
ters of adminiftration granted to her, on the prefumption that 
he died previeufly to the commiflion of bankrupt being dealt 


in. 
9 As 











































and 
mor 
that 
It 
we | 
Next 
anot 

A 
form 
thin, 
lar, | 
cipli 
look 
plied 





came 
| Ri. 
Phere 
n the 
1 pri 
> Nars 
iver. 
aciLy,, 
int of 
truth 


Whe. 


ave a 
Lewis 
Grif. 
f the 
on by 


N, 


te 


1S CX~ 
Mrs. 
wood 
fTued 


ning. 


inent 
con- 
3d of 
from 
tions 
bank. 
nber 
re de- 
liftri 
plains 
f let. 
n that 
dealt 


As 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 327 


As the deceafed was never feen after he left kis home, the 
caufe turned principally on the evidence of the celebrated Dr. 
Gibbs, of Bath, and feveral other medical gentlemen of Bir- 
mingham, who fully convinced the jury and the court, that the 
whole period of the abfence of the dcceafed muft have been re. 
quired to produce the change apparent in his body when found ; 
confequently the commiflion became a nullity, and the plaintiff 
recovers, by the verdiét, the amount of the deceafed’s effeés, 
to be diftributed in the due courfe of adminiftration. 
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Ill Effeéts of the Gaming of Gentlemen of Landed Property 
in London on their Tenants in the Country. 


To the PRINTER, 
Srr, 


Hope you will give a place to the following article ia your 

pleafing publication. It is with regret I have to inform you, 
that I and many of my neighbours have been fuddenly thrown 
into great confufion. We have lived for many years under a 
family of the firft repute as commoners in this country, and our 
late worthy landlord did not raife the rent of our farms for up- 
wards of thirty years. He refolved not to do fo as long as he 
lived. He was buried in the vault of his anceftors laft March 
was two years; his fon and heir having heen of age eight 
months. Our young and new landlord raifed our rents three 
hillings in the pound in the firft year of his poffeffion, and this 
we all complied with very chearfully as being nothing unrea- 
fonable, and we went on as profperoufly as ever. Our young 
‘fquire fold the family poft-chaife laft Chriftmas, and fet upa 
curricle in its flead, withtwo out-riders. 

He fet off to London the third day of the new year, as we 
imagined, to be prefent at the birth-day of our amiable queen, 
and we heard no more of him until the 8th of this prefent 
month, when the fleward called us all together, and informed us, 
that we we muft pay another three fhillings in the pound rent 
if we meant to continue in our farms; and that was not all, for 
we were told, we muft prepare for paying the whole year’s rent 
next pay-day, having hitherto only paid one half year under 
another, 

After we had in fome degree overcome the shock of this in. 
formation, and the company feeming defirous I thould fay fome- 
thing in behalf of the whole, as our cafes were fo exa&tly fimi- 
lar, Lafked where his honour had been to learnthis fevere dif- 
cipline (for he is our majorecommandani) : the fteward with a 
look of {ympathy towards us, and indignation elfewhere, re- 
plied with a loud voice, “ ta Hell.” Weal! ftarted at this 

phrafe, 
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phrafe, not only as fome of us were of a religious caft and cha. 
ratier, but alfo as the fteward himfelf was confidered a grave 
fober-minded man, and of chafte and mild difcourfe. Seeing us 
Rill in amazement, he repeated, in as abrupt a tone as before, 
** to Hell.” Upon this I replied, “* No, that is impoffible, fot 
no one who ever went there, came back again.” But my maf. 
ter is come back,” rejoined he, “ and twelve thoufand pounds 
worfe than he went.” Upon an explanation, which you may 
fuppofe we were not long without demanding, we learnt fute 
enough that the young gentleman had gone into a gaming-houle, 
fo named, as it richly deferves, and that among a {et of fharpers 
he loft four thoufand the firft night, and to take his revenge, he 
was plundered of double the fum the next: the lofs of his 
whole eftate, it feems, was prevented by a miracle, but to make 
up for this fum, which he has been robbed of, his whole te. 
nantry muft’ be rack-rented, and his charaéter accordingly 
wounded, and by many defpifed. I muft decline being more 
minute on this particular occurrence, left a too pointed defecrip. 
tion may convert a lamentable occurrence into a completely def. 
perate cafe. I will, therefore, conclude my letter with a few 
general remarks on the fatal effets of gaming: firft premifing, 
that as we make ufe of the flocks in the country to fet thofe cut. 
purfes and cheats in, who play off their knavifh tricks, fo it isa 
pity, they do not in London appropriate the pillory to fome ufe. 
ful purp ofe with thefe gentlemen, who have thus defrauded our 
unfufpeéting young lord of the manor. Iam afraid, the gen- 
tlemen of the town look upon gaming only as an idle and weak 
thing, at the worft; but we of the country confider it as a great 
fin. For my own part, I am perfuaded it isa very wicked thing, 
for it may eatily convert a good man intoa very bad one. "Till 
this adventure the [quire was naturally inclined to do all the good 
he could, and was defirous of enjoying a fair name among his 
tenantry and neighbours; now, when his old and faithful fleward 
tel!s him the harm he is doing his farmers, and the harfh things 
they will fay of him, he only fays peremptorily, he m/l have 
the money, let them fay what they will. 

Every man who games, Mr. Editor, is liable to fall in with 
cheats, and experience the fate of our young gentleman. Should 
he even win money he lofes his chera€ier, which is of mote va- 
J 
i 


Juethan his winnings. There was never a gameftér from the 

inning of the worid eileemed tor being fuch. Caming de- 
flroys charatier, ruins jortune, and {porls the temper. TU? pay 
gaming debts, other jdit and more reafonable ones mutt be leit 
unditcharged: but, Sir, when I refleét on the many good and 
charitable offices our {quire might h ave A sph piers with a fourth 
pert of what he has loft, Iam not mafler of cool reafon to pro- 


cece? enumerating the evils which may be feen to grow out o 
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I will therefore conclude myfelf your oppreffed humble 


fervant, 
A YEOMAN. 


Exon, February 20, 1805, 





Pleafing Inflance of the good Effects of conciliatory Treat- 
ment on the Populace of Ireland. — 


To the PRINTER, 
SiR, Eton, January 25, 1805, 


y HILST we are exploring the interior of far diftant coun- 
tries, and carrying the arts of civilization among the 
rudeft nations, it is fingular we do not commence our plans of 
amelioration at home, where there is fo wide a field for experi- 
ment, and where fuccefs muft be a confequence of the attempt. 
In Ireland, for inftance, how little is the true chara&ter of its 
people underftood ! how faulty are the fteps of its governors ! 
Had the latter been more mild, the former had been more loyal. 
Yet there is one trait in the hiftory of thefe times, which, like 
the green oaris in the mighty defert, affords refrefhment to the 
heart, and proves that in mercy there is wifdom. It is the con. 
du& of the dean of Kilfenorato his parifhioners. 
This gentleman has the living of Cailan, one of the largeft in 

Ireland. When the rebellion broke out, he had but juft come 
to relide ; and he found ail the peafantry inthe neighbourhood, 
aswell as cvery other peafant in the country, deeply engaged in 
infurreftion. By every kindnefs in his power, by perfuafion, 
but moft powerfully by civility to the meaneft Jabourer, he gra- 
dually infpired them with confidence andefteem: he convinced 
them of the {mall hope and great rifk of their enterprize; he 
affured them not only of juft but refpe&tful ufage; finally, he 
gained the friendfhip of their prieft. In one day fix hundred 
rebels came to his houfe, and furrendered their arms. Had thefe 
deluded people gone in the fame manner to moft other gentle- 
men, they would have been flri€tly examined refpeéting their 
treafonable praétices: would have been loaded with taunts and 
teproaches for the paft, and threats for the future; and would 
have found fo little temptation to return to their old habits of 
life, that, in a few days, half of them would have again joined 
the rebels. 

Inflead of this condu&t, the dean aflembled the party on his 
lawn, {pread tables for the whole fix hundred, entertained them 
with the true magnificence of Irifh hofpitality, converfed with 
them on indifferent fubjeéts, and made the adminiflering the oath 
of allegiance a kind of féte, rather than an emblem of viéto- 
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rious oppreflion. What has been the confequence? ever fince 
that day (though the rebellion continued long after, and many 
infurreétions have fucceeded,) no one of thofe reclaimed rebels 
have ever been fufpeéted of difloyalty ; and by the continuance 
of the fame humane and enlightened conduét, there is not a 
man in Ireland fleeps half fo fecurely in his bed, as the good 
dean of Kilfenora; there is not a parifh in Ireland, that can be 
called well affe&ted, when compared with Callan. 

Though a clergyman, a proteftant, and an Englifhman, the 
dean has received that tribute of the poor man’s gratitude, that 
memorial of the heart, which is grateful even to the proud and 
wealthy.—On his return from England, two years ago, the day 
was kept as a feftival throughout the whole country ; crowds 
thronged the roads, and greeted him with huzzas, whilft all the 
mountains around blazed with bonfires. It feems ftrange, that 
many Irifh gentlemen with equal earneftnefs to cultivate the af. 
feGtions of the peafantry, yet meet not with the fame fuccefs, 
The reafon is this, they do not, as gentlemen, in the beft fenfe of 
the word, nor ever will, treat their inferiors, whatever their fa. 
tion, with civility and affability. Thisis the real fecret of con. 
ciliating the Irith peafantry ; it is not your money, or your pro. 
teGtion, that will win their hearts, but the refpeétful kindnefs, 
which removes from their minds the painful fenfe of degra. 
dation. 

An Irith {quire, let his intentions be ever fo good, deflroys 
the effect of obligations by his manner of conferring them. 
But it is in vain to bid them reform their manners towards the 
peafantry ; manners are not to be moulded by wifhes, they mutt 
be formed by circumftances. Make the gentry, in fome mea. 
fure, dependant on the peafantry ; give tothe peafantry more 
political importance, and you need not be afraid that they will 
be treated with infolence. 

Your’s, &c. 


VERITAS. 





On the improving Navigation of the Ohio and the Miff- 
Sippi. 
44 


{From Michaux’s Travels in America. ] 





HE navigation of the Ohio and the Miffifippi is fo much 

in ufe, that the diflance from Pittfburgh to New Orleans 
is now known with great precifion; it is fixed at 2100 miles. 
The carrying boats generally require, in the {pring from 45 
to 50 days to perform this paflage, which two or three pef- 
fons, in a light veffel (pirogue) can accomplifh in 20 or 25 
days, 
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It is not perhaps known to many people in Europe, that vef- 
fels of a confiderable tonnage are built at Pittfburgh, and on the 
Ohio. One of the principal dock yards is on the Mononga- 
hela, 200 toifes from the laft houfes in thetown. The timbers 
employed in their conftruétion are the white oak, quercus alba; 
the red oak, qguercus ruba; the black oak, quercus tinGoria; a 
fpecies of walnut, juglans prgnut; the clufter cherry-tree, ce- 
rafus virginianit; and a f{pecics of pine, which is ufed for 
mafts, and alfo for fuch parts of the veffel as require a lighter 
wood. All thefe woods being in the vicinity, the expences of 
conftruétion are lefs confiderable than in the ports of the At- 
lantic ftates, The cordage is fabricated at Redftone, or at Lex- 
ington, where two good rope-walks are eftablifhed, which alfo 
fupply the fhips built at Marietta and Louifville. When I 
was at Pittfhurgh, in July, 1802, there was a three-mafted veffel 
on the ftocks, of 2£0 tons burthen, and a galliot of 90, which 
were neatly finifhed. Thefe vellels were to go down to New 
Orleans inthe following {pring, with a cargo of the produ€tions 
of the country ; and, before reaching the ocean, would make a 
voyage of near 2200 miles. There is not a doubt but that, 
hereafter, veffels will be conftru@ed two hundred leagues above 
the mouth of the Miffouri, fifty above that of the Illinois river, 
and alfo in the Mifliflippi, two hundred leagues above the place 
where thefe rivers join it: that isto fay, fix hundred and fifty 
leagues from the fea, for in the {paces mentioned, their depths 
are as great as that of the Ohio at Pittfburgh, and it would be 
wrong to fuppofe, that in time, the vaft countries watered by 
thefe rivers will not be fufficiently populous to execute fuch 
enterprifes, 

The rapid population of the three new weftern ftates, in cir- 
cumftances infinitely lefs favourable, warrant this opinion. 
Thefe flates, in which, thirty years ago, there were {carcely 
three thoufand inhabitants, have at prefent more than four hun- 
dred thoufand ; and among all the plantations, which on the 
roads, are feldom more than four or five miles afunder, it is 
very uncommon to find one, even of the moft flourifhing, of 
which the proprietor may not be afked, with confidence, from 
whence he emigrated, or, in the trivial language of the Ameri- 
cans, “ From what part of the world are you come?” as if 
thefe weft and fertile regions were intended to be the point of 
concentration, and common country of all the inhabitants of 
the globe. Now, if we confider thefe aftonifhing and rapid 
ameliorations, what ideas fhall we not form of the high degree 
of profperity to which thefe weflern countries may attain, and 
of the great increafe which the commerce, population, and cul- 
ture of this country will acquire, by the union of Louifiana to 
the American territory ? 
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The name of rivers-bottoms, or flat-bottoms, is given to thofe 
low lands, covered with wood, lying between the foot of thefe 
hills and the fides of the river, and which are fometimes five oy 
fix miles broad. The greater part of the large and fimall rivers 
running into the Ohio have alfo rivers bottoms which, as well 
as thofe of that river, are of eafy culture; but nothing equals 
the fertility of the fides of the Ohio. The foil is a true vege. 
table earth, produced by the thick bed of leaves which are an. 
nually colleéted on the ground, and foon converted into mould 
by the humidity prevalent in thefe fequeflered forcfts: but a 
confiderable addition to the thicknefs of thefe fucceflive beds of 
vegetable carth arifes from the trunks of enormous trees de. 
flroyed by age, with whofe flumps che furface of the foil is 
every where loaded, and which decay very rapidly. In more 
than a thoufand places of the territory I have pafled over, at 
different periods, in North America, 1 do not recolleét to have 
feen one which can be compared to this in the vegetative power 
of its forefts. The beft lands in Kentucky, and in that part of 
Tengeflee, fituated beyond Cumberland Mountains, yield very 
abundant harvefts, but there the trees do not attain a bulk or an 
elevation comparable to thofe onthe banks of the Ohio. Thirty. 
fix miles before reaching Marietta, we flopped with a perfon 
who lives on the right bank : at about fifty paces from his houfe 
he fhowed us a plane-tree, p/atanus occidentalis, of which the 
trunk was {welled to a prodigious fize at a height of two feet: 
we meafured it four feet above the furface of the ground, and 
found it to be forty-feven feet in circumference. It appeared 
to keep the fame dimenfions to the height of 15 or 20 feet, then 
it divided into feveral branches of a proportional thicknels. 
No external appearance ledto a belief that the tree was hollow, 
and I examined this as much as I could bv ftriking it with a 
large flick in feveral places. Our hoft offered, if we would 
pafs the day with him, to fhow us others as large in different 
parts of the wood, two or three miles from the river. 

At the time of my being at Marietta, General St. Clair was 
governor of the fate of the Ohio, a fituation which he has 
held from the admiflion of the flate into the union. In his 
journey from Pitfburgh to Chillicothe, his excellency Ropped 
at the tavern where I lodged ; but as he travelled in an old chaife 
and without a fervant, he did not at firft attra&t my attention. 
In the United States, the men who are called by the withes of 
their fellow citizens to exercife thefe important funétions, do 
not, in any relpeét, change their manners ; they continue to re- 
fide in their own houfes, and to live as fimple individuals, with- 
out fhowing more oftentation or entering into greater expence. 
‘Lhe emoluments attached to this office vary in each flate; South 


Carolina, one of the richeft ates of the union, give its RONGO 
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4280 piafters, while the governor of Kentucky does not receive 
more than 12 or 1500, 





——$—$$—_—_—— 


Account of the new charitable Inftitution, called the Dublin 
Repofitory. 


Charitable inftitution, under the name of the Dublin Re- 
LX& politory, (on a plan fimilar to thofe of Manchefter and 
other towns in England) has been eftablifhed in Dublin, under 
the immediate patronage of the countefs of Hardwicke. It is 
aided by the fubfcriptions of fome of the firft charaéters in Ire. 
land, many of whom not only contribute to, but aé@& as receivers 
for it. The rules and regulations adopted in the infant inftitue 
tion are as follow :—the benelits ariling from inftitutions of this 
nature are too generally known to render any enumeration of 
them neceflary. One common autline applies, with little vae 
tiation, to all ; and upon public favour, and private, regular, fue 
perintending perfeverance, do al! entirely depend for their uti- 
lity and fupport. The firmeft reliance may be placed on the 
feady and uniform application of the ladies who have under. 
taken the dire€tion of the Dublin Repofitory, and alfo on the 
civility and attention of a refpeftable and well-educated female, 
who is to condu& the fale. Once inevery month the gover- 
nefles will meet to fettle the accounts, and to infpeé& and regulate 
the whole concern; and on one day in each week two of them 
will, in rotation, attend, to receive and pay for work, to reje& 
fuch as is unfuttable, or improperly done, and to examine into 
every particular of internal arrangement: on which day the 
fileeroom will be fhut. The hours of fale will be from eleven 
‘ull four. 

To every article fent into the repofitory:a ticket muft be af- 
fixed, on which fhall be written the price at which the owner 
purpofes to fell it, and the fignature or initials by which it is,ta 
be diftinguifhed. In order to prevent even the appearance of 
abufe, all fuch ladies as have no motives for wifhing to conceal 
their names, will be expeéted to defiguate the objeé&t for which 
their charitable exertions are intended ; and, whenever praética- 
ble, to fend the perfons whom they mean to benefit to receive 
the produce of the fale of their work. Only one penny inthe 
fhilling fhall be deduéted from the price of each article fold. 
No article {hail be admitted into the repofitory the price of which 
is not moderate, and great pains will be takea to have every thing 
ia it eather ufelul or fafhionable. 

_ To encourage the manufatiure of ftraw-plait in this country, 
8 amaiter of confiderable importance. Therepofitory offers an 
cligible mode of difpofing of all wrought in charity fchools or 
by 
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by individuals, either in the plait or made up into bonnets, 
Another obje& with the governeffles will be to provide materials 
for induftry for many unfortunate females, who, ina ftate of in. 
digence, are able and willing to work, yet might ftarve before 
they could otherwife obtain the means of employment; ftri@ 
enquiry will, however, be made into the charaéters of fuch, and 
fome fatisfactory recommendation or fecurity required. In cer. 
tain cafes, a part of the price of the article will be advanced 
upon the depofit of it in the fale-room. 

The annual fubfcription for each perfon is not to exceed half 
2 guinea, but donations to any amount will moft thankfully be 
received. A fund thus raifed will be requifite to pay for apart. 
ments in a central fituation, to fecure an adequate falary to a 
refpeétable condu€trefs, to admit the propofed plan of relieving 
fome diftreffled females, and to defray other incidental expences. 
Should the generofity of the public furnifha fupply beyond the 
unavoidable expenditure of this inflitution, the furplus fhall be 
faithfully appropriated either to a wider diffufion of its advan. 
tages, or for the combining with it fome fcheme whereby mifery 
may be alleviated, and induftry promoted. 





Defcription of the Manner 'in which Paffion Week is obferved 
at Vienna, and of the Cathedral of St. Stephen in that 
City. 


[From an Itinerary from London to Conftantinople. § 


being the holy week, my attention was attracted to a pro- 
ceffion of penitents round the area of the great church of 
St. Stephen. They were all men, habited in gowns of coarfe 
brown canvas, with hoods and mafques of the fame; having 
only fmall holes cut for the eyes and mouth. Some bore heavy 
crofles of wood; while others inflifted on their own naked 
fhoulders the fevereft flagellation. Thole who were leaft zea 
jous walked bare-foot only. I had confidered thefe devotees as 
Francifcans of the ftri€ter order; but was aflured, that among 
them might have been found many of the firft rank in fociety, 
who fubmitted to fuch a penance, as the on!y means of procuring 
abfolution. 

The cathedral of St. Stephen is avery magnificent edifice. 
It is one of the moft fuperb fpecimens of the Gothic fchool of 
archite@ture on the continent, during the fourteenth century. The 
eround-plan is very extenfive, and has not been completed ; for 
one of the great towers having been left unfinifhed, has been 
patched up by the bad tafte of a later age, with a heavy turret; 
the other is of a very fingular form, and 405 feet in height. 
From the bafe to the point, it appears to be gradually fpiral, and 
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cluftered with tiers of canopies, finials, and pedeftals, to the 
very fummit, in the greateft profufion. The bafe forms a grand 
portal. Notwithftanding, the elevation has no effeét of beauty; 
as the roofs are fo difproportionately lofty, and rendered garifh 
to the view by being covered with coloured tiles, placed in ca. 
pricious forms, like a teflellated pavement. The attached cha- 
pels are numerous. On the fide neareft the church, the tower 
is regular, with a divifion where the fleeple rifes ; for the but- 
trefles being incorporated with the other building, produce an 
effe&t of infinite ornament, compofed of {mall particles. The 
nave and choir fhare this extraordinary embellifhment, exter- 
nally ; but within are rendered fombrous and gloomy by fuper. 
fluity and want of taflte. Againft the pillars of the nave are 
fhrines of the moft elaborate workmanbhip, with effigies not lefs 
than the life; and they are moft unfuitably crouded with altars 
of gilding and gaudy colours. The walls are literally lined with 
paintings; but I fhould not feleét more than two of them as 
meriting obfervation. Thefe are the crucifixion and fepulture 
of Chrift. The whole interior but ill accords with the fobriety 
of the Englifh eye; nor is it eafily reconciled to a total de. 
ficiency of fimplicity and neatnefs. Sele&tion of ornament in 
no inftance of ecclefiaflical architeéture that I have feen in Ger. 
many, has been thought worthy of the flighteft attention. To 
amafs, rather than to arrange, has been the objeé& of thofe 
who have had the charge of ftru€tures dedicated to divine fer. 
vice. 

Were it allowable to weed this cathedral of all its exube. 
rances, and reduce it to the fimplicity of a felf.flone colour, St. 
Stephen’s might vie with the fuperior Englifh cathedrals; at 
leaft, it would become one of the moft elegant examples of Go. 
thic archite€&ture on the continent. 

I was prefent during the folemn mafs on Eaftereve. The fer 
vice of the “* Tenebrx” was extremely pleafing, and the choir 
full and harmonious. In a gallery above the altar, inclofed with 
lattices, the emprefs attended. Cardinal Migazzi, who had juft 
completed his eightieth year, officiated, dreffed in his robes of 
{carlet, and was a venerable old man, of a very dignified appear. 
ance. He was confeffor to the late Emprefs Maria Therefa, 
whofe bigotry influenced every aé€tion of her life; is fuppofed 
to have adviled the ine ffeétual vifit of Pius VI. and was the ftre- 
huous opponent of the Emperor Jofeph, in his refolution of fup- 
Prefling the monafteries in Flanders. As the rival of Prince 
Kaunitz, his political hiftory is well known. The cathedral of 
St. Stephen has been mentioned as the mott perfeét inftance of 
German Gothic. With that of Strafburg, the comparifon bes 
tween the towers is the more obvious; and it would be difficult 
todecide their claims. The Gothic ftyle in France is {pecifi- 
cally different, in as great a degree as that peculiar tw Lngland ; 
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St. Stephen’s, therefore, cannot be more accurately compared 
with the cathedral of Rheims or Rouen, than thofe of York or 
Lincoln. 








ANECDOTES of GENERAL PREVOST. 


HIS general is the fon of that excellent officer, General 
Prevoft, of the Ooth regiment, who fo gallantly defended 
Savannah, during the American war, againft the repeated attacks 
of Count D’Eftaign, at the head of his invincible grenadiers of 
France (as he vain glorioufly termed them) and finally beat him 
off. Inconfidering every thing that was done by the Britifh in 
that war, the defence of Savannah (almoft deftitute of fortifica. 
tions) is perhaps the only one deferving praife. General Pre. 
voft was always looked upon as one of our beft officers, but this 
added greatly to his fame, and it is faid, he at that time modeflly 
refufed a red riband offered to him by Lord North, faying— 
“his poor fervices did not entitle him to fo great an honour, 
but if his lordfhip thought otherwife, all he wifhed for was, 
fome provifion made for his family.” It perhaps will be necef- 
fary to remark, that he was not a money making man. The fa- 
mily, however, never got a penfion. The general died fhortly 
after the conclufion of that war. His widow Mill furvives. 
The prefent general was a fubaltern and captain in the 25th 
foot, and ferved with it in Gibraltar under the gallant veteran 
Elhot, who took much notice of him. From that corps he got 
the majority of the 3d battalion of the 60th, which he joined in 
the Weft Indies about the year 1791, and afterwards fucceeded 
to the lieutenant-colonelcy. During the late war be was made 
a brigadier-general, and feveral times highly diftinguifhed bim- 
felf in various aétions with the French and brigands, and was 
two or three times wounded. About three years ago his ma 
jefly was pleafed to appoint him governor of Dominica, an office 
which, from his military talents, great humanity, and knowledge 
of mankind, he was eminently qualified to fill. At the brevet 
promotions fome months ago, he got the rank of major. 
generel. While in Gibraltar, he married the daughter of Co- 
lone! Phipps, of the royal engineers, by whom he has feveral 
children. 


—- dit - —— 





PRESERVATIVE againft the FLY 1x TURNIPS. 
Communicated by J. Blunt, Efq, of Wallop, to Arthurs Young, Efq. 
THIS prefervative is no other than fowing a {mall quantity 


of buck-wheat with the turnip. In 1803 be fowed upon 
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pared and burnt land a bufhel of buck-wheat, and two ‘pounds 
of turnip-feed per acre; and letting the buck-wheat ftand for a 
crop, he mowed it for feed, and obferved in the ftubble a full 
crop of turnips untouched by the fly ; though upon the fame 
land, pared and burnt alfo, and fown at the fame time, but with. 
out buck-wheat, the turnips were utterly deftroyed by the fly. 

Conceiving, from this trial, that the buck-wheat had proved a 
prefervative from the enemy, he repeated the experiment in 
1804, with only a peck an acre of buck-wheat, the plants being 
cutup in hoeing the turnips. Wherever the buck-wheat was 
fown, the turnips efcaped the fly, and proved as fine as any in 
the country, though others were eaten in the adjoining piece. 
Mr. Blunt intends repeating the experiment next year with va- 
rious quantities of buck-wheat feed, in order to difcover the 
{malleft quantity that will fecure a crop. 

The following obfervations are added by Mr. Young :—Of 
all the recipes for preventing the fly, this feems to me the moft 
promifing. ‘The plants, from a peck an acre (and a f{maller 
quantity may probably do), would not form any material obfta- 
cleto hoeing the crop. It is cheap, fimple, and if it fhould, in 
repetitions, prove effective, it will be an important difcovery, 








REFLECTION. 
DUMOULIN, an excellent French phy fician, faid on his 


e death-bed, ‘‘ I leave behind me two moft powerful re- 
medies, diet and exercife.’’ ‘Thefe remedies are certainly molt 
powerful ones to the man who has not debafed his frame by his 
vices and his follies, and made it neceflary for him often to ap- 
ply for the affiftance of thofe who have made the difeafes of the 
body their particular ftudy. 








Anfwer, by Reclufe, of Awlifcombe, toa Query, inferted Dec, 10. 


|" the Entertainer for the above date, an old correfpondent 
wifhes to be intormed if his {peétacles are to be confidered 
sone or two windows: the aét fays ‘* whena partition, ora 
divifion, between two or more windows, fixed in one frame, is 
of the breadth of twelve inches, the window on each fide {hal! 
be charged as a diftin@ window.” 

Now I fuppofe the diftance between the two glaffes is not 
quite twelve inches, but “* every window extending fo far as to 
ave light into more rooms, landings, or ftories than one, thal! be 
charged as fo many feparate windows;” therefore, unlefs the 
gentleman is blind is one eye, his {pe€tacles muft be confidered 
a (Wo windows. 


Vol. 45. 3 E Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by T. Prout, of Mevagiffey, to J. Channon’s Rebus, inferted Feb, 4, 
es in a CHARIOT, Sir, 


The facred word is true, 
Was drawn by fiery fteeds to Heaven, 
And bade th +s world, adieu ! 





*¢* We have received the like anfwer from G. Hann, jun. of Stoke Ab. 
bot; W. Mann, of Afhburton; T. Adey, and J. B. B. of Poole; and 
R. Trewavas, of Moufehole. 


Se ee 





Anfwer, by J. Ninnis, of St. Aujtell, to T.Prout’s Charade, inferted February 4, 


OURTSHIP your charade will tell, 
Uatill you write again, farewell! 


Sy We have reccived the like anfwer from T. Adey, and J.B. B. of 
Poole; Adrianus; W. Mann, of Afhburton; and G. Hann, jun. of Stoke 
Abbot. 





Anfwer, by W. Mann, of Ajrburton, to T, Jarvis’s Charade, inferted February 11, 


N the poor LUNATICK we fee 
A flood of human milery. 


4!) We have teceived fimilar anfwers from T. Adey, of Poole; Thomas 
Whicker, of Exeter; and W. Bickham, jun. of Albburton. 





A REBUS, dy 7. B. Blomfield, of Poole. 


ote: find my firft, ingenious youths, 
A fruit you muft declare; 
And then a city muft be found 
To make my next appear ; 
Now thirdly, bards, you muft produce, 
What ladies al ways wear; 
And lafily find, ye youths of fame, 
A place in Dorfetfhire. 
Join th’ initials, Sirs, aright, 
A female’s.name they’ll thew, 
With whom I often take delight 
To walk abroad and view. 


SS ee 


A CHARADE, dy T. Rutger, of Clowance. 


HILE winter reigns, cold and fevere, 
And Borean tempefls howling near, 
Rob nature of thofe charms difplay’d 
When in my Arft the ftands array’d ; 
Still in my pext I'll feek contear, 
The greateft gift, kind Heaven! has fent : 
Or in my whole, where nature’s charms, 
Secluded ftill from wintry ftorms, 
Do to my raptur’d bofom bring 
The pleafures of eternal {pring, 
There will I feek each fond delight, 
To pleafe or gratify the fight, 
*Till time revolving ufhers in the morn, 
And greeting hails the gay Vertumnus born, 
6 POETR 
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For the WeeKkty ENTERTAINER. 
The WHYM of the MOMENT: A Sonc. 


Compofed and fung at a Meeting of the Committee of Management of the 
Taviftock Canal by a Member of the Committee. 


Spy fing of love, and fome of wine, and fome of hares and hounds, Sirs; 
In fhort, of every obje& which in this great world abounds, Sirs ; 
My forward mufe muft needs appear in {trains original, Sirs ; 
And therefore fhall her burden be the Taviftlock me Sirs, 
Row, dow, dow. 


Could our forefathers quit their rafts, and fee this day what goes on, 

And hear of docks, and quays, and docks, they’d {wear themfelyes impos’d on; 
Defigns fo vaft ne’er poz’d their brains, nor dar’d conceive their fouls, Sirs, 
That wondrous projc& now afloat, the Taviftock Canal, Sirs, &c. 


In ancient days of enterprize, when glory dwelt in Greece, Sirs, 
Young Jafon and the Argonauts* abtain’d the golden fleece, Sirs; 
With Roffelt for our Jafon now, we truft our efforts fhall, Sirs, 
Be crown’d with like fuccefs upon the Taviftock Canal, Sirs, &c. 


Soon may the laurell’d dard of peace revifit Europe’s thore, Sirs ; 
Nor war's impetuous torrent drown a fuffering world no more, Sirs ; 
That agriculture, commerce, manufactures, arts, and all, Sirs, 

In profperity may flow with the Taviftock Canal, Sirs, &c. 


But fhould imperious Bonaparte attempt to paddle over 

The little narrow aqueduct that dams him out from Dover ; . 

If treacherous Neptune fcer him thro’ Great Britain’s wooden walls, Sirs, 
We'll tunnel him head and ears iato the Taviftock, Canal, Sirs, &e, 


Perfeverandol| then, purfue the cour/e you've ju begun, Sirs, 
And drive induflry’s certain wheal ’1i\] al! the work be done, Sirs ; 
Then mines of wealth hall pay you in rich /odes of mineradés, Sirs, 
And fortune ftand the pz/ot of the Tavittock Canal, Sir, &c. 


* To allufion to the figures on the feal of the company, and to the arms of Taviftock. 
+ His grace of Bedford, lord of the manor, and patron of the undertaking. 
|; The company’s motto. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
: @ én ES FP. 


HROW, balmy fleep ! thy mantle o’er me, 
And take me to thy guardian care; 
O come, the fweets of peace reftore me, 
And lull the toi ments of defpair. 


I long have felt this fond affeGtion, 
And long effay’d my faith to prove ; 

But vain has been my foul’s dejection, 
And vain the ardour of my love. 


The carclefs nymph has fpurn’d my forrow, 
And mock’d the burthen of my woes; 


Nor 
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Nor can my mind from fancy borrow 
One hope to feal my loft repofe. 


Attend then, gentle fleep ! attend me, 
Abforb my thoughts, my gricf difpel ; 

O come, thy foothing influence lend me, 
And lock me in thy magic fpell. 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


COLIN. 





w OM A N. 
ARTH’s direft plagues alight on them 
Who yet arraign their parent ftem; 
In Adam, who the love condemn 


O! for the foul-feducing eyes! 
O! for the heart’s ecftatic fighs! 
The magic of the mind, that lies 


Avaunt complaint, while charms like thefe 
Thro’ youth’s delightful circle pleafe ; 
Tho’ ficknefs prey, or age may feize 


Scarcely our vernal tranfports paft, 
Pleafure’s {weet dawn is overcatt, 
Thofe tranfports why expeé to lait 


Give but the fex, endearing tafk! 
Love's kindling glance, without the mafk, 
And feeling heart—’tis all I afk 


While thefe thro’ time’s tempefluous day 
Shall kindly beam a gladd’ning ray, 
An angel on man’s dreary way 


Earth’s direft plagues alight on them 
Who yet arreign their parent ftem; 
In Adam, who the love condemn 


Vidtims of mifanthropic woe, 
Be their’s, iv no kind hour to know 
All the dear charities that flow 


Around their knees vor children cling, 
Renew’d in age life’s blooming {pring ; 
Nor co their arms, on love’s foft wing, 


Long on the bed of anguifh laid, 
‘The wearied pulfe at lalt decay’d, 
‘There may they mourn the nceded aid 


Ah! then, that bitter fcene to cheer, 
Be no bright confolation near: 
There never drop the foothing tear 


While pilgrim in this vale below, 
Hope not unfullied joys to know : 
Enough, if man’s beft pleafures flow 


OF woman! 


In woman! 


On woman, 


In woman? 


OF woman. 


Seems woman. 


OF woman, 


From woman. 


Hafte woman. 


Of woman. 


Of woman, 


From woman! 
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